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	Next Meeting:
	Wednesday, October 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM

	Meeting Minutes


	Topic
	Meeting Minutes

	I.  Call to Order
	· Renee opened the meeting at 7:33 P.M.
· Everyone introduced themselves

	II.  Principal’s Update
	· Emergency Evacuation

· Kathy Orlando stated that she had been contacted by 8 parent families regarding the emergency evacuation on 9/2/11.  Kathy asked that if the parents did not feel comfortable talking during the PTA meeting that they could submit feedback using a form with a plus, minus, and delta.
· Kathy apologized that some families were upset by the emergency evacuation.  She explained that several factors influenced her decisions on that day.  First, some families did not have power.  Kathy was concerned that if she released the children to walk home that they might not be able to get into their homes because if the power did not work, often the garage key pads or garage doors would not work.  Also, many families had not turned in their emergency release forms yet since this was still the first week of school.  

· Some comments included from the PTA members included:

· The school should have emergency forms by bus numbers so that they stack could be sent on the bus to allow kids to be released to parents on their forms

· The line for walkers was long and did not move quickly enough.

· The binders were not fully alphabetized since it was the first week of school

· The email should have reminded people to bring their ID’s and to be patient

· There should have been a staff member assigned to keeping parents informed while waiting in the line

· Parents of bus riders should have been told not to come to the school because their children were placed on buses

· Not all parents got the email with the emergency evacuation notice – parents are encouraged to check their subscriptions

· A suggestion was made to have the school number kick over to the public information number so that there would be someone in Howard County who could respond to parents

· Bus drivers were concerned with the safety of the students and would not let the children off the bus unless there was a parent at the bus stop because the alternative that a child would go to an empty house was not acceptable 

· The safety of the children was the #1 top priority

· Enrollment
· Enrollment is growing.  Worthington now has 100 fifth graders and 520 students.
· Back to School Night

· September 20 – 6:30 PM for RECC, K, 1&2 with Related Arts Overview
· September 21 – 6:30 PM for Grades 3, 4, 5 with G/T Overview
· Other

· Kindergarteners have a new curriculum which will be phased in for the older grades in the next few years.
· There are new standards for mathematical practice to build good math habits
· There is a new writing matrix.  Students will learn about argumentative writing – how to craft arguments.
· Each grade will be focusing on certain authors.
· 6+1 is incorporated into this.
· In spring, there will be a night of excellence where each child will have their writing on display.


	III.  Assistant Principal’s Update
	· Traffic Pattern
· There are a lot more car riders this year.  Keith asked the parents to have patience but did state that the morning routine is improving and arrivals are wrapping up at 9:20.  Students are not being marked as late right now.  Walkers should walk in designed routes.  The intersection between Vinter Way and Doncaster is of concern to some parents.  Children are crossing the street with cars approaching and cars are not slowing down.  Keith will call the central office to see if anything can be done (e.g., another crossing guard, cross walk painted on road, etc.).  Another suggestion was to get parent volunteers to man that intersection.  Also, it was stated that the builder of Taylor Village is working with the school to put a path in.  Parents should be reminded not to park on Roundhill during field trips as in years past, parents were ticketed.
· Other
· Worthington has a silver recognition due to its Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) program
· Number of Paw Pads in 2010/2011 = 1700
· Will institute a drop everything and dance for the children once a quarter that will align to the number of Paw Pads issued.

· There has been one Mickey call already.

· Keith has asked for one parent volunteer for PBIS


	 IV. President’s Report
	· PTA Packets
· PTA packets went out this past week.  The PTA was short a few.  If anyone needs a PTA package, please ask Renee.  Also, the deadline for being included in the directory has been extended.

· Building and usage requests

· If you need to use the building, all requests are to be submitted to Renee, as she is responsible for inputting them.

· Volunteers needed

· There are several events that were held in year’s past that will be discontinued if there are no volunteers to chair them.

· The Back to School picnic and Hoe Down will most likely be combined as a parent volunteered to chair this committee.  Many other parents offered to help.

· Shed

· The PTA now has a shed in the back of the school.  If you need the combination, please contact Renee.

	V.  Vice President’s Report
	· None

	VI.  Treasurer’s Report
	· The 2011-2012 Draft Budget was reviewed.
· April Sands made a motion that the draft budget be approved to be submitted for approval by the general membership PTA at the two back to school nights.
· Heidi Gido seconded the motion.

· Everyone at the meeting agreed – all were in favor.  The motion carried.
· Some comments on the budget included:
· The coupon books will be arriving soon
· A spring fund raiser is being planned
· Market Day will not continue
· Some events pay for themselves
· The budget for Cultural Arts has been increased
· Related to the Back to School picnic and Hoe Down, it was suggested that perhaps there should be a liaison for the kindergarten class.  A parent of an older child could tell the kindergarten parents things they may not readily know (for example, to dress up for the Hoe Down, and that Back to School night is adults only, etc.).

	VII.  Delegate’s Report
	· Renee will email out the delegates report
· The county PTA meets once a month
· There is a search for a new superintendent
· There was a school redistricting meeting on 9/14/11
· Howard County schools will be using the Aspen Grade Book system but right now it is not functional.  All schools will use the same portal.  This is a great tool to see how your child is progressing (e.g., grades on tests, assignments submitted or missed, conduct reports, etc.).

	VIII.  Committee Reports
	· Cultural Arts (Carmelita Taylor)

· The tentative schedule was reviewed:

· September -  “Bringing Literature to Life”, Storyteller Chris Fascione
· October – Hispanic Heritage Month with Capoeira (combination of martial arts, dance, sports, and music).
· November – Native American History presented by Native Pride Dancers
· January – A celebration of Asian History.  This is a month long artist in residence program.  Students will learn how to use and care for bamboo brushes.  They will learn sumi ink and watercolor painting.  The students will create murals for display in the school.  At the conclusion, there will be a Cultural Event/Art Showing.
· February – A Celebration of African American History Month.  The students will meet three heroes who helped shape history during the Civil Rights movement.
· May – Maryland Agricultural Education Mobile Science Aquatics Lab – hands on experience in the aquatics lab. 
· Other

· Ana Liesch will be working with Conexiones about a fund raiser for Hispanic youth.  Eventually, Ana and Carmelita would like an afterschool program for students to learn Spanish.
· If anyone would like to attend the fundraiser, please go to www.conexioneshc.org. It is called Café, Cultura y Mucho Azucar! Tickets $25.00 location: Long Reach High School 7-10pm. All proceeds to benefits the Conexiones Award Program. 

· Ways and Means

· Kids Stuff Coupon Books will be distributed next week.  Dana will have the assistance of one of the secretaries to help her.
· Three restaurant nights have been scheduled.

	IX.  Old Business
	· None

	X.  New Business
	· Math assignments are in the process of being finalized.

	XI.  Upcoming Dates
	· Back to School Nights 9/20/11 and 9/21/11
· Schools closed 9/29/11 for Rosh Hashanah
· 10/07/11 – Grade 3 Field trip
· 10/10/11 – Grade 1 Field trip
· October 12, 2011 PTA meeting begins at 7:00 with a presentation of how a teacher determines your child’s reading level.  The meeting will take place immediately afterwards or 7:30 PM 
· 10/20/11 – Grade 5 Field trip

· 10/21/11 – MSEA Convention – Schools closed for students

· 10/28/11 – School Picture Day


The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Ellen Adelson Van Horn
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